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Coleford Town Council

       Planning and Highways Committee
                                                  Tuesday 14th October 2025
 10.30am – 12.30pm
                                                         Town Council Chamber

Minutes

Present: Cllrs M Cox (Chair), C Elsmore, S Cox, J Templeton
N Choat – GCC Highways 
L Jayne – Assistant Clerk (minute taking)

1. Apologies were received from Cllr M Beard 
2. There were no declarations of interest made on the agenda
3. There were no new dispensation requests received
4. [bookmark: _Hlk183019744][bookmark: _Hlk190947477]To approve the minutes of the Highways and Planning Committee 30th Sept 2025
Cllr C Elsmore proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate account. 
Cllr J Templeton seconded, and Cllr M Cox signed a copy of the minutes. 
5. To raise matters from the minutes of 30th Sept 2025
Items 7a to 8b were addressed as part of the agenda. 

6. There were no members of public present 

HIGHWAYS

7. To receive written report on the following items:
a) All works completed in High Street recently; drainage, road and pavement. 
Cllr M Cox requested a report outlining the process of how roadworks are planned and coordinated, including how simultaneous works are managed across Coleford, to help ensure a more cohesive approach to traffic management during such works.
N Choat to put this request forward to the relevant person. 
It was stated by that all drainage through the High Street has now been cleared of a barrier.

b) Recent works to St John Street.
The last-minute closure of St John Street was due to a stop tap leak and classed as emergency works. These types of emergency works do not get reported to GCC Highways prior to commencement. 

c) Station Road, Milkwall and bus alternative routing.
To visit site manager in person to query work schedule and time scales.(Closing date is scheduled as 24/11/25.)
To chase Stagecoach for alterative bus route and how it is working. 

d) Timescale for the placement of Heritage Tiles.
N Choat stated the Heritage Tiles would be laid before Christmas. 
For Cllr M Cox and LJ to walkaround to confirm locations. 

e) Mile End road trees:
GCC Highways have been informed that the tree team will deliver the planting this planting season. N Choat to chase, and to resend GCC free trees link to CTC office. 
Town centre trees: 
Due to underground utilities, GCC Highways cannot carry out in-ground tree planting in High St. However, trees may be installed in raised planters or boxes, though separate funding will be required for the necessary infrastructure. GCC will provide trees. Put on next agenda.
For CTC to look at climate change funding. To also ask FoDDC for an update regarding the landscape planting in Railway Drive carpark.
N Choat to contact GCC tree team. 

8. To update Tracker:
a) Update to works on Bank Street and trader compensation response.
Thanks were given to Forestry England for rearranging scaffolding on Bank House. 
It was noted that the highway would not be disrupted again during these works. 
An earlier response from GCC Highways re. trader compensation had been previously shared and was noted. 

b) Newland Street culvert.
It was confirmed that there is an ongoing dispute between GCC Highways and Gigaclear regarding works to the culvert. The culvert continues to work under normal circumstances.
It was also noted that a burst water main on Newland Street led to a recent emergency road closure. The subsidence further toward Whitecliff is returning. NC to ask for wider investigation with geological bias.

c) Bus stop on Lords Hill 
Members noted the recent update from Country Cllr L Challis regarding the installation of a bus stop on Lords Hill. 

An update was provided on various works scheduled around the Victoria Road area and related streets over half term, including pothole repairs, footpath improvements, and National Grid activity. Some temporary closures and localised disruption are expected, with access to be managed on site.

It was suggested that an additional VAS camera be placed on the road between Mile End crossroads and Edge End. GCC Highways to install poles. If our existing VAS camera has to be used, then there may be potential for an additional battery. The location was agreed, near Cedar Close.

An additional grass cut for next year has been arranged by County Cllr L Challis. 

For the Disabled Bay adjacent to Tesco Express to go on next agenda. 


PLANNING

9. To consider the following applications:

	Reference
	Address
	Proposal

	[bookmark: _Hlk204099101]P0997/25/OUT
	Land At Perrygrove Road Coleford Gloucestershire
	A hybrid planning application comprising of full planning permission for a drive through restaurant, associated access, parking, landscaping and works. Outline planning permission (all matters reserved except for access) for a commercial building within use class B2, B8, E(g) ii) and/or E(g) iii).

	In the previous application for two restaurants on this site, the issue of Tufthorn being outside the town centre meant that a sequential test was required and at appeal it was considered inadequate such that the appeal was dismissed. 

1. We believe a potential site in the town centre, outside the Conservation area, which may be suitable, have appropriate access and compatible uses and available shortly needs consideration. This would comply with NPPF town centre designation for the restaurant. This alternative site should therefore be properly investigated before any development outside the town centre boundary is considered acceptable.

2. Travel time justification for Coleford as prime location esentially focusses around the inclusion of Monmouth in the customer base. If a 15 minute travel time catchment is applied from both Ross KFC and Monmouth services, Monmouth would already fall within that range, making its inclusion in the Coleford catchment irrelevant. 
Cinderford is more centrally located with major road links to Gloucester and surrounding areas.

3. Relationship to Adjacent Industrial Site and access:
The proximity of the proposed restaurant to the existing industrial site raises concerns regarding access and movement for the industrial units. The layout would be likely to restrict the type of industrial use that could operate effectively on the site due to limited manoeuvrability for large vehicles within the designated internal road network. Clear movement diagrams illustrating vehicular flow throughout the site are required: commercial vehicle turning circles to the south of the site are not shown on the submitted plans.

4. Advertising Structure and Ecology:
The lack of detail regarding the proposed 10m high advertising pole is concerning, particularly in relation to potential light spill and its impact on bats and local ecology.

5. Odour Control:
Odour control measures within would need to be incorporated within the design, to ensure compliance with environmental standards.



	P0434/25/OUT
	Land Off Poolway Road, Broadwell
	REVISED: Outline application for the erection of up to 50 dwellings (40% will be affordable
housing) and associated engineering works.

	The Coleford Neighbourhood Development Plan (CNDP) review is currently underway, with housing allocations under discussion by the Forest of Dean District Council and the Green Ring (CNE2) policy still to go out for consultation. This application is therefore considered premature.

The relationship between the site, the adjacent football club and the edge of settlement has not been fully considered. It could be that a softer edge to the Green Ring could be achieved through some change of postion in discussion with Boradwell AFC. 

We share GCC Highways concerns, including where surface water would go and we note their refusal re. drainage connection. Their queries over traffic data are real and need to be addressed given the concerns at a known high risk juntion. 
The average speeds at a difficult bend approching that juntion have not been taken into consideration, including with the the duplication of proposed crossing points on Poolway Road. This needs clarification before we can make a justified comment. 
Pedestrian access to the rear of the site into Queensway would give a safer route, away from Broadwell Bridge, particularly for school children going to Coalway school.

No reference has been made to the area’s landscape character as mentioned by the National Landscape comment, nor as defined in the Green Ring policy, CNE2. 
This is an area of landscape value and the skyline must be respected. 



Cllr C Elsmore left the meeting at 12:07

10. To note recent planning decisions and appeals, and comment as necessary

a) Decisions: 
Discharge of Conditions 14 (land contamination assessment) and 15 (land contamination remediation works) relating to planning permission P2100/21/FUL
Show more description
Land At Ellwood Road Milkwall Ellwood Road Coleford Milkwall GL16 8PZ
Ref. No: P1050/25/DISCON | Received: Fri 22 Aug 2025 | Validated: Fri 22 Aug 2025 | Status: Consent

Proposed side and rear extension, replacement porch and extended dormer windows
7 Bayberry Place Coalway Coleford Gloucestershire GL16 7HZ
Ref. No: P0637/25/FUL | Received: Wed 28 May 2025 | Validated: Tue 10 Jun 2025 | Status: Consent

Noted by members 

11. [bookmark: _Hlk187077575]To consider any further aspects for FC discussion re FoDDC Local Plan
a) Active Travel Strategy 
b) Update on Section 106 

There were no significant updates on the above items. 
CTC Planning Committee to arrange a meeting with FoDDC planners at a time that is convenient. 

12. To consider CNDP Review and make recommendations as necessary
Ongoing, no update.

An extension to the meeting of 10 minutes was proposed by Cllr S Cox and agreed. 

13. [bookmark: _Hlk159426587]To update tracker and consider specific actions/recommendations
Ongoing. 

14. To note recent trader correspondence re. Enforcement and make recommendations as necessary
Noted by members. For CTC office to respond. 


Meeting end: 12.39pm



All Council meetings are open to the Public
If you wish to take part in this meeting, or require any additional information,
 please contact the Town Council on: ctcoffice@colefordtowncouncil.gov.uk / (01594) 832103
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